Sports: Kevin Durant leads the way with 29 points after missing one game with a leg injury as Warriors defeat 76ers 135-114. C1 
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WINE COUNTRY RECOVERY 


Cardinal Newman players wait to take the field Nov. 4against Rancho Cotate at Santa Rosa Junior College in Santa Rosa. 


HOPE 


PHOTOS BY ANDA CHU — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Teamwork: Cardinal Newman wide receivers 
Kyle Carinalli and Nikko Kitchen, from left, 
chat during practice at El Molino High in 
Forestville. Ninety students lost homes. 


By Elliott Almond 
Staff writer 


SANTA ROSA » Nikko Kitchen wants noth- 
ing more than to help Cardinal Newman 
High march through the North Coast Sec- 
tion football playoffs this fall. Anything to 
distract the teen from the memories of Oc- 
tober wildfires that torched his split-level 
home in the Coffey Park neighborhood. 

A month after one of California’s worst 
fires scorched this vineyard-covered city, a 
sense of recovery is unfolding on the playing 
fields where hundreds of kids like Kitchen 
have found a sanctuary from the most dev- 
astating experience of their young lives. 

“When I step onto the field, everything 
from the outside world doesn’t matter,” said 
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“It gives them a sense of safety. It’s really important 
to have the community, that they have a place to go 
that is familiar and where there is support.” 


— Susanne Babbel, a San Francisco psychologist specializing in trauma and depression 


AMID THE ASHES 


Their lives turned upside down by the North Bay fires, teen athletes take 


Fire reminder: A fire-damaged cross looks 
over the entryway at Cardinal Newman High 
School in Santa Rosa. 


Kitchen, a senior wide receiver. 

All that mattered in the early morning 
hours of Oct. 9 was escaping an inferno that 
leveled about 1,000 homes in a once-leafy 
neighborhood that has become a graveyard 
of debris. 

Kitchen, 17, drove behind his father’s car 
out of their cul-de-sac when his dad sud- 
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A TIDAL EVENT 


Temporary: Santa Rosa United Soccer Club 
player Emi Watanabe, 12, center, smiles 
during practice at A Place to Play fields in 
Santa Rosa. The October wildfires destroyed 
the club’s home field, as well as Emi’s home. 


denly stopped at the corner. Brian Kitchen 
just had to return to his beloved home one 
more time. Then he noticed movement amid 
the thick ash and smoke as flames engulfed 
the subdivision. 

Riz Gross, who was born without legs, 
crawled on the molten-hot pavement be- 
cause her wheelchairs already had burned. 
Her father, Rod Gross, tried shielding her 
from raining embers as propane tanks ex- 
ploded around them. 

Kitchen, 48, got rid of whatever he had 
stuffed into the front seat of his car to make 
room for the neighbors. Then he and Nikko 
helped them into the car with the woman 
lying on Brian’s lap. 

“Tf he had gone a little faster, he would 
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Google 
banking 
on urban 
overhaul 


New transit village 
hopes to thrive where 
Coyote Valley failed 


By George Avalos 


gavalos@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SAN JOSE » Thirty-five years ago, 
San Jose agreed to move forward 
with an ambitious plan to build a 
massive technology campus, aim- 
ing to ease traffic jams by offering 
reverse commutes for employees 
living in burgeoning nearby com- 
munities. 

The project promised to bring 
thousands of jobs. It would have 
built a transit link as well, with 
access to rail for the workers who 
opted out of commuting by car. 

It may sound eerily similar to 
Google’s proposed transit village, 
but San Jose’s past effort to build 
a huge tech campus in Coyote Val- 
ley — far from the downtown core 
— never got off the ground, de- 
spite many attempts to resurrect 
it from the ash heap of history. 

So, what’s different about 
Google’s plan for a massive tran- 
sit-oriented tech campus in San 
Jose? More than three decades 
have passed, and supporters say 
this project is urban overhaul, not 
more sprawl. 
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a 
‘Justice’ 
sought in 
alleged 
sex assault 


By Matthias Gafni 


mgafni@bayareanewsgroup.com 


The new waiter brought the 
women their fish tacos and mar- 
garitas, and the group of young 
mothers celebrated the final eve- 
ning of their retreat to the ritzy 
Esperanza, a luxury five-star re- 
sort in Cabo San Lucas. 

After dinner, the group brought 
their drinks onto the porch of the 
three-bedroom villa, overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean, while one East 
Bay married mother of two went 
to bed early. 

As she slept in the bedroom, 
about 30 to 40 feet away from her 
friends, the waiter sneaked into 
the room and sexually assaulted 
her as she slept, according to a 
lawsuit filed Oct. 30. 

“I woke up. I was confused, 
thinking I was having a dream 
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